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TERRORISM (EXTRAORDINARY POWERS) AMENDMENT BILL 2018 
Third Reading 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [4.23 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be read a third time. 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [4.23 pm]: I rise to speak on the Terrorism (Extraordinary Powers) 
Amendment Bill 2018 as amended during the consideration in detail stage. The opposition clearly supports the 
passing of this bill as amended. The consideration in detail stage has led to a better bill. I want to thank in particular 
the police union for scrutinising the original bill and making a series of recommendations that were adopted by the 
government. I want to thank the government, including the minister, for adopting those recommendations. We are all 
totally on the same side in this type of legislation. We want to give our authorities the strongest and best powers, with 
appropriate protections, to be able to support, assist and protect our community in the case of any terrorism incident 
in Western Australia. I also want to thank the officers from the Western Australia Police Force who were so willing 
to brief the opposition on a couple of occasions about this bill, in particular Assistant Commissioner Paul Zanetti and 
Commander Grant Donaldson, and all the staff at the Department of Justice who assisted the opposition in helping — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Sorry; it is Craig Donaldson. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: What did I say? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Grant. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: He is a journalist. I am sorry about that. Thank you for picking that up. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: He is a barrister. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: And a barrister too. I think there are a few of them. 
Mr R.H. Cook: Common as muck! 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It is a common name—almost as common as Katsambanis! 
With those few words, I reiterate that at all times when dealing with terrorism and dealing with empowering our 
authorities to protect us from the threat of terrorism, we need to be on the same page, and we are, which is good. 
There should not be a political debate about this. The powers required are self-evident. In this case, they arose 
from the coronial inquiry into the Lindt cafe siege. We hope and pray that we do not have any more such coronial 
inquiries. Unfortunately, all of the intelligence suggests that the threat has not gone away. We have seen incidents 
in the last few days in Indonesia. We still do not know exactly what motivated those incidents, but quite clearly, 
a group of radicalised people are acting in this manner around the world, threatening terror and in some cases being 
able to carry it out. This bill helps provide better protection for the community by giving our police officers the 
powers required to deal with these extraordinary but, unfortunately, all too common threats. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [4.26 pm] — in reply: The Terrorism 
(Extraordinary Powers) Amendment Bill 2018 amends the Terrorism (Extraordinary Powers) Act 2005—a bill 
that I introduced. The bill provides Western Australian police officers with clarity and greater certainty and 
protection if they are ever required to use force, including lethal force, when responding to a terrorist or suspected 
terrorist act. The powers authorised under a declaration have to meet very strict requirements and will be executed 
by specialist officers trained to the highest standard. It is hoped that the bill may never be called upon, but as 
Australia’s national terror threat remains at “probable”, ongoing vigilance is now the new norm. As the member 
for Hillarys mentioned, the police union was briefed on the bill. As a result, a number of issues were raised and 
they were reflected in the amendments. Although the amendments are relatively minor in nature, they provide the 
police with a greater level of security for their actions. 
We certainly must be prepared in our approach to terrorism. I would like to thank the opposition for its support 
and for the swift passage of this legislation. I think the sooner we can have these powers in place—that is by getting 
this bill as expeditiously as possible to the upper house and through the upper house—the better off we will be. 
I, too, thank parliamentary counsel for their role in drafting the bill; Assistant Commissioner Zanetti, 
Commander Craig Donaldson and Mr Malcolm Penn from WA police; and Ms Paula Hudson from my office. 
I certainly commend the bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


	TERRORISM (EXTRAORDINARY POWERS) AMENDMENT BILL 2018
	Third Reading


